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1. Report on activities of APAL State-Level Bodies and APAL Leaders

 Executive Committee of the Association of People Affected by Leprosy (APAL) held a
full-day meeting at Hotel Kabli, Delhi. APAL and Sasakawa Health Foundation Coordination Meeting at Hotel Pullman in Delhi The State Committee of APAL in Jharkhand successfully organized a special camp at
Navjeevan Ashram in Jamshedpur to support the welfare of individuals affected by
leprosy. APAL Advocacy Intervention at Jesus Grace Leprosy Colony, Gannavaram, Andhra
Pradesh. Advocacy Meeting with Chief Secretary and Revenue Secretary, Government of Odisha.

 *Medical Camp for Persons Affected by Leprosy* Awareness Meeting on Leprosy with Atal Bihari Vajpayee Power Plant Officials in
Champa, Chhattisgarh. APAL’s State Committee in Jharkhand Facilitates Skill Training for Children of Leprosy-
Affected Families. APAL conducted a foodgrains Distribution Program for Leprosy-Affected Families at
Peddamberpet Shanthinagar Leprosy Colony APAL advocacy Meeting with the Director of Health & Family Welfare, Andhra Pradesh

Executive Committee of the Association of People Affected by Leprosy (APAL) held a full-
day meeting at Hotel Kabli, Delhi.
On 1st August 2025, the Executive Committee of the Association of People Affected by Leprosy
(APAL) held a full-day meeting at Hotel Kabli, Delhi. The meeting began with a warm welcome
by Ms. Maya Ranavare, followed by a powerful presentation of APAL’s 3-year achievements in
advocacy, leadership development, rehabilitation, and partnerships. Members appreciated the
visual presentation and the collective impact of APAL’s work across the country. Updates on
participation at the Global Forum in Bali were key highlights, like commitment letters and
recommendations to stakeholders.

The committee also discussed plans for the upcoming activities, future strategic priorities,
including youth forums and economic empowerment, and the urgent needs of the
organisation, such as strengthening state-level infrastructure and staff capacity. The day



concluded with a strong sense of unity, purpose, and gratitude, as members reaffirmed their
commitment to advocate for the rights and dignity of persons affected by leprosy.

APAL and Sasakawa Health Foundation Coordination Meeting at Hotel Pullman in Delhi
APAL and Sasakawa Health Foundation Coordination Meeting at Hotel Pullman in Delhi on
2nd August 2025

A meaningful coordination meeting was held in Delhi between the Association of People
Affected by Leprosy (APAL) and the Sasakawa Health Foundation (SHF). Representatives from
both organizations participated actively in the discussions.

The meeting focused on key future plans and strategies aimed at improving services in the
leprosy sector. Topics included strengthening youth leadership through the development of
youth forums, enhancing rehabilitation efforts for persons affected by leprosy, building strong
social alliances, and working towards sustainable, long-term solutions.

The dialogue was productive and filled with a shared commitment to continued collaboration.
All participants expressed satisfaction and optimism about the path forward.

Inaugurated Annual book and brouchers of APAL by Prof. Takahiro Nanri and his team

https://www.facebook.com/takahiro.nanri?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVz_rE7DYK-JFaTCDj6BF16x0LFt-gUJg1M5yCSy4Z4jXmjNqTKq-RkDyABTpl1NA8i0cx6Wl71rJ38B3VLCubdlOxhl0QKVmF8u15j1vj4g6yN1kF4Zb9qDrjlbr7rT_dLCVIYdCgCCMh3Yrd319G0rcJCnr5c9rZCas1j-CAd3A&__tn__=-%5dK-R


The State Committee of APAL in Jharkhand successfully organized a special camp at
Navjeevan Ashram in Jamshedpur to support the welfare of individuals affected by
leprosy.
On 5th August 2025, The State Committee of APAL in Jharkhand successfully organized a
special camp at Navjeevan Ashram in Jamshedpur to support the welfare of individuals
affected by leprosy. During the camp, a total of 110 national pension beneficiaries were issued
their Life Certificates, an essential document required to continue receiving pension benefits.
This important service was provided directly by the Director of Social Security, Jamshedpur,
ensuring a smooth and official process for all eligible beneficiaries.

The event was held in the presence of Mr. Zainuddin, State APAL, Coordinator of Jharkhand,
who played a key role in facilitating coordination between government authorities and the
community. This initiative reflects APAL’s ongoing commitment to ensuring access to
government entitlements for persons affected by leprosy and their families. The camp not
only provided a critical service but also reinforced the importance of inclusion and dignity for
marginalised individuals through direct engagement with state institutions.

APAL Advocacy Intervention at Jesus Grace Leprosy Colony, Gannavaram, Andhra
Pradesh.
APAL Advocacy Intervention at Jesus Grace Leprosy Colony, Gannavaram, Andhra Pradesh.

As part of its ongoing commitment to advocating for the rights and welfare of persons affected
by leprosy, APAL recently intervened in response to the severe challenges faced by the
residents of Jesus Grace Leprosy Colony in Gannavaram.

Upon invitation, an APAL representative Mr. Prakash Done Treaurer of APAL, visited the
colony and was made aware of several critical and complex issues brought forth by the
residents. These included:



1. Land disputes and insecure tenure
2. Lack of official colony registration
3. Non-issuance of UDID cards to persons with disabilities
4. Suspension of ration benefits due to the absence of government-recognised identity
documents
5. Inadequate facilities for ulcer dressing and basic medical care

One of the most urgent concerns was the absence of proper medical facilities for ulcer
treatment, which poses serious health risks for residents. The APAL representative assured
the community that these concerns would be strongly taken up with Sasakawa Health
Foundation (SHF) and relevant authorities.

Recognizing that land tenure is a foundational issue, APAL reaffirmed its responsibility to
actively engage with government authorities to seek resolution and ensure long-term security
for the residents.

In a distressing recent incident, some residents were attacked by outsiders with knives. The
APAL representative personally visited the victims and extended moral and legal support. In
collaboration with SHF, and under the leadership of Mr. Narasappa and Mr. Venugopal,
RPWD-2016 awareness booklets—originally printed with SHF’s support—were distributed
among the youth to promote awareness of their rights.

Furthermore, the representative guided the youth in drafting a formal complaint letter and
accompanied them, along with other residents, to the local police station. A direct
conversation was held with the Circle Inspector (CI), resulting in the official registration of an
FIR.
This intervention underscores APAL’s unwavering commitment to the safety, rights, and
dignity of persons affected by leprosy, and reflects the power of community-led advocacy
when backed by strategic partnerships and legal frameworks.

Advocacy Meeting with Chief Secretary and Revenue Secretary, Government of Odisha.

Advocacy Meeting with Chief Secretary and Revenue Secretary, Government of Odisha.

APAL’s State Committee in Odisha, along with Mr. Prabhakar Sahoo, Board Member of APAL,
visited and met on 11th August 2025 with the Chief Secretary of Odisha and the Revenue
Secretary. The discussion focused on land rights, housing, livelihood, and healthcare issues
concerning the leprosy-affected community.

A 200-page memorandum detailing these concerns and recommendations was presented
during the meeting by Prabhakar Sahoo and Jayant Pradhan.



*Medical Camp for Persons Affected by Leprosy*
*Medical Camp for Persons Affected by Leprosy*
To provide free health check-ups and medicines to improve the well-being of persons affected
by leprosy

APAL, in collaboration with HOF, conducted a Medical Camp on 13th August 2025
(Wednesday) at Shantinagar Colony Community Hall, Pedda Amberpet, benefiting 100
persons affected by leprosy.

The camp was organized in the presence of Mr. M. Ramesh, APAL’s Coordinator in Telangana.
HOF representatives —Mrs. Aruna, Mr. Anantharam, and Mrs. Rani — facilitated the Mini
Medical Camp, during which Dr. Rudramadevi from the Government Hospital conducted Sugar
and BP tests and provided medicines.
Mr. Shantiraju, DPMO, and Mr. Yadagiri, Lab Technician from Abdullahpurmet PHC, conducted
sugar tests. ASHAWorker Vanaja, Colony President M. Samuel, V. Dominic, and residents of
the colony actively participated in the program.



Awareness Meeting on Leprosy with Atal Bihari Vajpayee Power Plant Officials in
Champa, Chhattisgarh.
Awareness Meeting on Leprosy with Atal Bihari Vajpayee Power Plant Officials in Champa,
Chhattisgarh.

To introduce APAL’s work, spread awareness on leprosy as a curable disease, address issues
of stigma and discrimination, and encourage support for social inclusion and equal
opportunities for persons affected by leprosy.

On 20th August 2025, "Ms. Keroline, Executive Member of APAL, was invited to and
participated in a meeting with all the officials of the Atal Bihari Vajpayee Power Plant. In this
meeting, she gave a detailed presentation about the work of APAL and also created awareness
about leprosy.

She explained that leprosy is a curable disease if detected early and treated with free MDT
(Multi-Drug Therapy) provided by the Government. She also emphasized that people affected
by leprosy should not face discrimination in society or at the workplace. Ms. Keroline
highlighted the need for timely diagnosis, treatment, rehabilitation, and social inclusion of
persons affected by leprosy. She urged the officials to support awareness campaigns, extend
cooperation in reducing stigma, and ensure equal opportunities for people affected by
leprosy."

APAL’s State Committee in Jharkhand Facilitates Skill Training for Children of Leprosy-
Affected Families.
APAL’s State Committee in Jharkhand Facilitates Skill Training for Children of Leprosy-
Affected Families.



This initiative aims to provide equal opportunities for the children of leprosy-affected
families, helping them overcome stigma and discrimination by acquiring technical skills for
employment. It will empower them to build a dignified and independent future, breaking the
cycle of poverty and dependence often associated with leprosy colonies.

On 8th August 2025, APAL’s State Committee in Jharkhand approached the District Leprosy
Prevention Officer (DLO), Gaya, to request preparation of certificates for 12 children
belonging to families affected by leprosy, residing in Mansa Singh Gate Leprosy Colony, Post
Railway Colony, Thana Balidih, District Bokaro, Jharkhand. The plan was to enroll these
children in skill development courses at the ITI Institute, Champa, Chhattisgarh, enabling
them to receive technical education in various trades and move towards self-reliance.

Following this, on 21st August 2025, the required documents of the 12 children were
completed and forwarded to the training center at Champa, Chhattisgarh. Their admissions
have been successfully completed, and now these children will begin technical training across
different trades, opening up opportunities for sustainable livelihood and empowerment.

APAL conducted a foodgrains Distribution Program for Leprosy-Affected Families at
Peddamberpet Shanthinagar Leprosy Colony

APAL conducted a foodgrains Distribution Program for Leprosy-Affected Families at
Peddamberpet Shanthinagar Leprosy Colony

To provide essential food support to 23 leprosy-affected families, ensuring their basic needs
are met while promoting compassion, dignity, and social responsibility towards persons
affected by leprosy.

On 28th August 2025 (Thursday), the APAL State Committee in Telangana, in collaboration
with local donors, organized a meaningful program at Peddamberpet Shanthinagar Leprosy
Colony. As part of this initiative, 23 leprosy-affected families residing in the colony received
foodgrains to support their daily needs.
This program reflected the spirit of compassion and social responsibility shown by the local
donor, whose kind gesture brought relief and encouragement to families living with the
challenges of leprosy. APAL sincerely expresses its gratitude to the donor for recognizing the



importance of standing beside persons affected by leprosy and for contributing towards their
welfare.

APAL also extends special thanks to Mr. Maniyada Ramesh, State Coordinator of APAL in
Telangana, for his tireless efforts and active contribution in the field of leprosy. His dedication
and leadership continue to inspire collective action and ensure that persons affected by
leprosy are not forgotten, but supported with dignity and care.

APAL advocacy Meeting with the Director of Health & Family Welfare, Andhra Pradesh
APAL advocacy Meeting with the Director of Health & Family Welfare, Andhra Pradesh

To address the suspension of pensions for persons affected by leprosy in Andhra Pradesh by
submitting data to the concerned authority, seeking immediate government intervention, and
ensuring proactive steps for re-evaluation of medical certificates so that affected persons can
continue to receive their rightful benefits.

On August 28, 2025, the Apal India State Committee in Andhra Pradesh has been actively
addressing the concerns of people affected by leprosy in the state. Mr. Prakash Done
(Treasurer of APAL & State Committee Secretary), along with Mr. Nataraj (Bapatla Colony
President), Mr. John (Youth Leader), and several leprosy patients, met Dr. Padmavathi,
Director of Health & Family Welfare (AP) and Joint Director of Leprosy. They submitted data
regarding the suspension of pensions for individuals affected by leprosy, highlighting the
urgent need for government intervention.

In response, Dr. Padmavathi acted immediately by providing the Government Order (G.O.)
copy and convening a Zoommeeting with all District Leprosy Officers (DLOs) while the
delegation was present. She issued clear guidelines, emphasising proactive re-evaluation of
medical certificates and encouraging direct follow-up with concerned officials.
On behalf of all persons affected by leprosy, APAL extend heartfelt gratitude to her for her
swift action, guidance, and commitment
to safeguarding the rights and
dignity of the community. Special thanks
to Mr. Prakash for his active contributions
to the leprosy community.

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100009011271167&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUJ27OMxNTRWq-PKeyfS2DYKY4PZ-6lNPf8-7bpEqcobjGsgm4L268U55Y2Z05Qvsfl7TNltwcGrFh3CtA7JXE0RcPaaqtn5VhcA8CMOWxhxlcaXbf7wqLZ1zh1OlHYpRf592RiJV76F14f5ibYbJTOVmlXMwYLiQUPWZZsjU54mQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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